Jeremy Doe is your typical 10 year old boy.  Jeremy and his friends would hangout around the neighborhood every chance they could get.  They would get together as soon as they could after school, and all day on the weekends.  Summer time was their favorite time of the year, because it allotted them lots of time to explore and play.  They would play by the pond in the middle of the neighborhood; skipping rocks or trying to catch turtles.  They would ride their bikes, but had to be careful, because sometimes Mitchell, the neighborhood bully, would be out with a few of his buddies and run Jeremy & his friends off.  Their most favorite spot to hangout though was a tree fort they built in the woods on the edge of the neighborhood.  It was great because it provided them cool shade on a hot day and it was far from Mitchell and his friends.  The fort was on the far side of the neighborhood too.  The boys would go to it through a neighbor’s yard.  The yard cut right through the middle of the neighborhood, and it cut down on lots of time and energy getting to the woods.  This shortcut provided Jeremy and his friends a quick passage to their favorite destination.  Until, one day the neighbors moved out of that house in the middle of the neighborhood.  
Shortly after, new neighbors move in.  These people weren’t nearly as friendly as the last.  A few weeks after their arrival, Jeremy noticed they put up a fence in the back yard.  The shortcut was now blocked.  The boys were able to climb the fence to continue on their way, but they didn’t want to run into trouble with the new neighbors.  The pond was on the other side of the property, making it very difficult to get across from there.  The only other route the boys could take was following the road around, but that was up hill and led past Mitchell’s home!  So, not only would the boys get exhausted walking up and down the great big hill, but then they also have to avoid Mitchell.  Mitchell would eventually go inside, around 6 o’clock to play video games.  They thought about waiting for him to go in at that time to pass by his house, but then the sun was starting to go down, not giving much time to play at the tree fort.  The boys just could not decide on what to do.  What would you do?  
Throughout the Middle Ages, European kingdoms slowly developed a relationship with Asian traders.  There were spices and gold in the east that was very valuable to the Europeans.  Business between the two worlds grew larger and more important as the years went by.  The land route used for trading was known as the Silk Road.  The Silk Road was not a particular road; rather it was just a means of getting from the West to the East.  Along the way one could stop in cities and trade with other merchants.  Many societies and cities developed and grew because of the Silk Road.  But, one day a group known as the Turks took over a region in the Middle East.  This region would become the Ottoman Empire.  The Ottomans were Muslim, and the Europeans were Christian.  Let’s just say that the two groups did not get along well.  The Ottomans occupied territory that the Silk Road ran straight through.  After many crusades against the Muslims, it was clear that the Christians and Muslims would not get along and conflict developed everywhere the two groups met.  This was a major problem for the Europeans, because they could no longer get to the spices and silk in the East.  What could the Europeans do?  
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